
Frank Hornby

Inventor of the world’s most famous toy
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The products of Binns Road were phenomenally successful. Frank Hornby was a visionary in toy
development and production, producing three of the most popular lines of toys in the twentieth
century.
During the 1920s and 1930s Meccano Ltd was the biggest toy manufacturer in Britain.
In its heyday Meccano also had factories in Speke and Aintree, as well as manufacturing bases in
Argentina, France, Germany, the USA and Spain. In 1963 there were 2,000 employees at the
factory (of which 80% were female) and another 3-400 on staff.
A decline in profits led to a take-over by Lines Brothers in 1964, and the Airfix Group in the 1970s.
The Binns Road factory finally closed in 1979.
Whilst running his company Frank Hornby also became unionist MP for Everton in 1931. He died
on 21 September 1936. His legacy lives on today with thousands of enthusiasts all over the world
still building Meccano models and running Hornby Train Sets.


